[image: image1.jpg]THE SOUTH AFRICAN SCRIPT WRITING

INSTITUTE





SA Scriptwriters’ Association Trading as The South African Scriptwriting Institute

P.O.Box 91937, Auckland Park, 2006, C/O Atlas Studios, Frost Avenue, Auckland Park

saswa@global.co.za; NPO Registration no: 026-978 NPO, 

SAQA Provider code: P7THE796150000000601, SETA Registration no: Mapp7796Reg

DEADLINE EXTENSION TILL 29 MAY 2009

Script Camp – 2009

Funded by the National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund

Call for Entries

Are you a Scriptwriter, waiting for the time to write your Feature Film Script, forever putting it off to make a living? 

Do you have a bit of experience, some learning under your belt and know about Protagonists and Subjective Journeys? Read McKee, done Sid Field and admire Linda Seeger?

Then THIS is your program

· 6 weeks in ‘the middle of nowhere’ to write your script

· R20K to pay the bills while you are gone

· Other writers and a development expert to support & guide you

· Introduction to top producers once the first draft is completed

We are looking for well-developed ideas and talented, committed, mature writers. This is not a teaching program, it is an opportunity to write the movie that has always been inside you.

This is not a stringent editorial process, it is about giving you the tools to do it yourself. The support to create a marketable product and own the rights to your intellectual property. And have something on which to build a career. 

Entry Requirements

You need to already understand and be able to apply the basics like story, plot, character, structure, genre, treatment, outline and script format and you need to be computer literate. [If you are not at this level, contact us to do a free level 5 course before the next script camp call].

SUBMISSION AND SELECTION PROCESS

Writers will have to submit as per the regulations below. All 7 sections must be included or the writer will not be considered. 

Selection will be made by a panel of expert scriptwriters on a totally anonymous basis – your treatment will go to them without any of your personal details. We will select on the strength of your submission alone. 

By submitting, you are committing to go away for the entire 6-week period. While weekend visits home are permissible, you will be expected to work every day you are at camp, and participate in certain activities. If you drop out, all monies must be refunded and you will be banned from participating in any other Institute activities. Commitment to the project is non-negotiable. 

Candidate selection will be made as per the following six criteria:

A South African story – Is it set in South Africa? Does it have characters that are recognizably local?

Audience appeal – Is the story interesting and does it have a universal attraction?

Unique value - Does the story have cultural, educational or entertainment value? Is the story original and the copyright fully owned by the writer?

Capacity – Does the writer have the background, commitment and talent to benefit from the program? Are they available to go away for 6 weeks to write their script?

Viability – Could the story practically be made into a film with a reasonable budget? 

Transformation – Does selecting the writer or the script advance the aims of transformation within the film industry or South African society as a whole? 

THE SUBMISSION

Must include the following:

1. Story

A +- 100-word description of the story (who, what, where, when, how).

A one-sentence description of what happens in each of the 3 acts. (one sentence per act)

2. Motivation & Audience

A +-200 word essay on why your story fits the entry criteria.

A +-200-word description of your audience. Media, Demographics and Psychographics. Who will watch your film and why?

3. Character

A +-200 word ‘character bible’ on your protagonist

A +-200 word ‘character bible’ on your antagonist

A +-200 word description of your protagonists subjective and objective journey through the story

4. Treatment

A detailed synopsis of about 6-8 pages of master scenes. 

We want to get a good feel of your story and your treatment should reflect that you have already done substantial work on the development of your script. It is generally longer and more detailed than a synopsis and shorter and less detailed than a step outline but it may include details of directorial style that an outline omits. It reads like a short story.

The purpose of a treatment is to write your story as if it were a film, but without  putting in any dialogue. Visualise your story as you write – always in the present tense – as if it were happening in front of your eyes, action by action. In other words, you want to convey how it would appear cinematically.

Your treatment should have unity - a solid development of a single story with a strong central spine. It should convey the spirit of the film, more than just the bare bones of the story. Convey the excitement which you feel in your topic. Give a clear sense of the structure, use evocative words and phrases - convey colour, mood, tension, tone. We expect you to:

1. Block in the background of the action. 

2. Establish the story elements - character, situations, settings, mood. 

3. Focus your opening, capture audience interest.  What is the Inciting Incident – what kick-starts the story? 

4. The central character should make a commitment to attaining his/her goal.

5. The dramatic tension results from the obstacle/s the character meets in trying to attain the goal.

6. The climax is the ‘turning point’ - the win-or-lose moment.

7. ‘Wrap’ the story – resolve the issues.

5. Curriculum Vitae

No more than 3 pages, please. Make sure you include any writing experience or filmmaking experience.

Must include personal & contact details – Phone number, email, postal and physical address, ID #. 

6. Personal Motivation

A +-500-word essay on ‘What makes me a born writer’. 

Please indicate which of the camps you would be able to attend:

Camp B - 27th July to 6th September 2009

CAMP C - 19th October to 28th November 2009

7. Declaration (as attached) filled in completely and signed

Closing Date

The closing date for entries is strictly Friday 15th May 2009 at 12h00.

EXTENSION TILL 29 MAY 2009

Entries may be posted to PO Box 91937, Auckland Park 2006 OR

Delivered to SASWA at Atlas Studios OR

Emailed to nicolarauch@webmail.co.za 

DECLARATION

I _______________________________________________________(full name) ID 

number ______________________________________ hereby declare that the 

submission attached is my original work and that I hold full title to the work. 

I hereby state that, should I be selected for ‘Script Camp 2009’ I will be available 

for the period ___________________________ (please indicate one period) and

that I understand that I will  be required to live away from home during that time. 

I commit my full cooperation to the scriptwriting and editorial process that will be 

presented at the ‘Camp’.

I understand that a 2-year ‘Option to Produce’ my script will be held by the 

Scriptwriting Institute who may sell such option to a Producer. The R20,000 paid to 

me over the Script Camp period shall be full and final payment for such an option. 

However, actual purchase of the script for a market-value fee shall be negotiated 

with such a Producer by Myself/my agent should the option be exercised in this 

period. 

Name: 
___________________________________________________

Tel:

___________________________________________________

Email:

___________________________________________________

Postal Add:
___________________________________________________

Physical Add: __________________________________________________

I confirm that all details in my submission are true and correct. 

Signed:
___________________________________________________

Date: 

___________________________________________________
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